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There is remarkable global evidence from scientific studies (in e.g. USA, Spain, England amongst others) that
wind turbines can be hazardous to birds, bats and their habitats.
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The word for fine paper

The most documented impacts with regards to

bats include:

« Direct collision

- Barotrauma (mortality due to damage to bats’
lungs caused by sudden change in air pressure
close to the turning turbine blade; Baerwald et
al. 2008)

« Loss of foraging habitat

« Barrier effect of commuting and migrating

routes

Wind turbines can cause three major problems for

birds:

+ Disturbance (scaring birds away from their
roosting, nesting or feeding sites).

+ Displacementi.e. a loss or damage to bird habitat,
specifically relevant to threatened species.

. + Collision with blades and/or towers responsible

_ L for fatalities.

yroaching the interaction between birds and bats, and h its of thi o all
rough the development of the following guidelines: The results of this monitoring must materia

Guidelines for Avian Monitoring and Impact Mitigation inform Fhe final Iayout. z‘md mitigati
n South Africa each Wind Eneg)LFacmty. Site

considere iver hat corre e primary
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and bats.
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We eficot e wind energy industry to

atitis a progressive industry with
t to biodiversity, as well as carbon and

economic benefits. While we understand that there
are modest cost implications of advance baseline
monitoring, we emphasize that in order to be
sustainable wind energy should not be a significant
additive factor which tips threatened bird and bat
species towards extinction.

The EWT and BLSA are advised on matters relating
to birds, bats and wind energy by the Birds and
Wind Energy Specialist Group (BAWESG). This is an
PPOTT A independent advisory group formed in order to
be collec‘te d oy _ coordinate efforts by bird conservationists and
est practice to consf =% ornithologists in South Africa to reduce the impact
of wind turbines on birds and bats.



